SPNS 408.01: Spanish - Advanced Composition and Conversation by LaCasse, Dora
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana Course Syllabi Open Educational Resources (OER) 
Spring 2-1-2020 
SPNS 408.01: Spanish - Advanced Composition and Conversation 
Dora LaCasse 
University of Montana, Missoula, dora.lacasse@mso.umt.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/syllabi 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
LaCasse, Dora, "SPNS 408.01: Spanish - Advanced Composition and Conversation" (2020). University of 
Montana Course Syllabi. 11565. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/syllabi/11565 
This Syllabus is brought to you for free and open access by the Open Educational Resources (OER) at 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana Course Syllabi 















   
   
  
 
   
 
   
  

























   
     
      
 
SPNS408: SPANISH ADVANCED COMPOSITION AND CONVERSATION 
! 
(Spring 2020) 
T/R 9:30-10:50 a.m., LA 249
Instructor: Dr. Dora LaCasse
Email: dora.lacasse@mso.umt.edu
Office: LA 420
Office hours: T/R 11:30-12:00p.m. and by appointment
(Please e-mail me to schedule appointment)
Course Description 
!
This course is designed to teach you how to speak and write better in Spanish. To help us do this, 
we will be covering the first seven chapters in the Repase y escriba textbook/workbook. This
course then aims that students expand their vocabulary in specific semantic fields as well as the
strengthening their knowledge and use of grammar. The specific grammatical topics that we will
cover include the preterit and the imperfect, ser vs. estar, special verb constructions (gustar) 
pattern, pronoun constructions, hace and other constructions related to time, the subjunctive in 
noun clauses, in relative clauses, and in adverbial clauses. This material is contextualized within 
cultural readings in our textbook. We will also study the distinciones léxicas (problematic words
and/or expressions) in each chapter of the book as well as elementary mistakes. In conjunction 
with this, we will also review how to write well-developed essays.
Prerequisites 
!




After this course, students can expect to have acquired the following:
!




2) The self-confidence to give an oral presentation in Spanish without using any written materials
!
on a topic (chosen in consultation with the professor) related to the Hispanic world.
!
3) Mastery of vocabulary specific to the topics addressed in order to be able to discuss such topics
!
and express opinions about them.
!
4) A thorough knowledge of all grammatical points mentioned in the course description. 

5) Clarification of problematic expressions in Spanish (for example “time” can be expressed as
!
“tiempo,” “hora,” “vez,” etc. depending on context)
!
6) Mastery of a number of errors that will not be acceptable for upper-division Spanish students. 

Spanish 408 serves as the exit course in language skills for the Spanish major, academic and 

teaching tracks. The only prerequisite is SPNS 301-so the skill level of participants will vary from
!
those who have just completed 301 to those who have completed all requirements for the major 






   
   
 



















       
      
 
  
       
      
     




1. Repase y escriba. Curso avanzado de gramática y composición. Séptima edición (Students
Book) Available at the UM Bookstore.
2. A Bilingual Dictionary, Spanish-English/English-Spanish (Collins, Simon & Schuster 
International, Larousse or Oxford).
3. Moodle website for class will include PowerPoint lectures, announcements and updates in 
course schedule (if necessary), and gradebook.
Course Requirements and Grading 
!
In this class we will be using a point system. This means that for each assignment you will receive
points. You can easily predict the performance on the course as the semester unfolds by adding up 
the points you have so far and compare that to the table below:
Grading scale 
Letter grade Points Letter grade Points 
A 93-100 C 73-76 
A- 90-92 C- 70-72 
B+ 87-89 D+ 67-69 
B 83-86 D 63-66 
B- 80-82 D- 60-62 
C+ 77-79 F 0-59 
Now, let’s see which are the graded assignments and requirements:
• 	 Oral Presentation (20 points of final grade):
a) Oral Presentation 1: (10 points of final grade):
!
b) Oral Presentation 2: (10 points of final grade):
!
a)	! Composición 1 (in-class) (10 points of final grade):
§ Re-write (10 points of final grade):
!
b) Composición 2 (at home) (10 points of final grade): 

§ Re-write (10 points of final grade):
    •	 Compositions (40 points of final grade):
      
 
•	 Exams (30 points of final grade): INCLUDES DICTADO para evaluar ortografía, 
GRAMATICA y VOCABULARIO estudiados
      
    
 




is key to the success of this course. This includes attendance. *More than 3 unexcused 




a) Written exam (10 points of final grade):
!


























                
    
Other Policies and Information 
!
E-mail/Companion site/Moodle: All students must frequently access their email, the student
companion site to the textbook, & our Moodle site. What kind of technical assistance is
available for students?
• UMOnline Help Desk: 406-243-4999, 1-866-225-1641 or umonline-help@umontana.edu. 
• Accessibility issues with Moodle: Marlene Zentz at 406-243-6434 or 
marlene.zentz@umontana. 
• NetID and email accounts and general computer technical assistance: IT Central Help 
Desk, 8am-5pm: 406-243-4357 
• General registration information: Contact the Registrar’s Office in the Lommasson Center 
at 406-243-2995 
Extra credit: Don’t expect extra credit assignments in this class.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: All students must practice academic honesty. Academic
misconduct is subject to academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary 
sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. 
See: http://www.umt.edu/vpsa/policies/student_conduct.php
Special Considerations and/or Disabilities: The University of Montana assures equal access
to instruction through collaboration between students with disabilities, instructors, and 
Disability Services for Students. If you think you may have a disability adversely affecting 
your academic performance, and you have not already registered with Disability Services, 
please contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154 or 406.243.2243. I will work with 
you and Disability Services to provide an appropriate modification.
Office hours: One of the best ways to take full advantage of learning in this course is by 
coming to my office hours. Take advantage of the hours listed above or email me for an 
appointment if those times do not work for you. 
Cell-phone, Tablet, and Laptop Use: You may not use cell phones in class, and you may 
only use laptops and tablets for class-related activities. Checking email, texting, Facebook, etc. 
is distracting for you and for me. If you need to use your phone during class, please inform me
beforehand.
Course Schedule1 
1 This schedule may change. Changes will be announced in class and updated written versions of this syllabus will be 
uploaded to Moodle as often as possible.
      
   
     
   
   
 
 
      
 
    
  
        
  
Fechas Temas Lecturas / Grabaciones y ensayos
1/14 Presentación del curso.
Lectura de: “Recuerdos de mi




Preguntas: ¿Qué tipo de infancia tuvo el autor?
¿Qué te llama la atención de lo que narra? ¿Cuántas
veces se mudó el autor y qué impacto habrán tenido
estas mudanzas? ¿Qué aspectos de lo que describe 
serían diferentes si en vez de Costa Rica, el autor 
hubiese nacido en los EE.UU.?
   Conversación: El autor describe un 
   amor que tuvo a los 16 años. Piense 
   en aquel primer amor cuando era 
  niño/adolescente. (p.26, Q4) 
 1/16      Capítulo 1: Lectura. “La l latina”
   José Rafael Pocaterra
   Book pp. 2-7, W 1-5
 1/21   Sección gramatical: “El pretérito 
 y el imperfecto”  
   Book pp. 7-18,  
 W 5-11
 1/23   Sección léxica: expresiones con 
  letras, equivalentes de to know  
   Book pp. 18-25,  
 W 12-16
 1/28 •     Capítulo 2: Lectura “Nuestros
 Semejantes”  
  Book pp. 28-32,  
 W 19-21
 1/30    Sección gramatical: “Ser vs. estar”    Book pp. 32-45  
 W22-27
 2/4      Sección léxica: El género de los
   nombres animales, Equivalentes en 
  español a to ask  
   Book pp. 45-49,
W 27-30  
 2/6   Capítulo 3: “Águeda” Pío Baroja  
  Sección gramatical: “Special Verb 
 Constructions”
   Book pp. 54-64,
 W 35-43  
 2/11   Sección gramatical: “Pronouns
    constructions, Perfect tenses Special
  Time constructions”  
   Book pp. 66-72,  
W 43-50  
   Lena & Danika
 2/13   Sección léxica: “Formación de
  diminutivos, aumentativos y 
   descriptivos, Equivalentes en español 
  a to look
   Book pp. 72-77,  
W 50-53  
   Bekah & Ben
 2/18      Revisión para el examen final  
 2/20  EXAMEN PARCIAL (midterm)  
 2/25      Para escribir mejor (Caps 1-3)    Cyrus & Fiona
 2/27    Composición 1 (in class). I
 assign topics.
 
 3/3    Capítulo 4: “Réquiem con tostadas” 
  Mario Benedetti
   Sección gramatical: “El Subjuntivo”
      Book pp. 84-89 (only up to ex. C) 90-98, 104-108
 W57-65 (up to ex. E) 
  Anna & Morgan
 3/5   Sección gramatical: “Sequence of
 tenses”
  Sección gramatical: “Subjunctive in 
 Independent clauses
   Book pp. 98-106
 W 65-76
   Liz & Trevor
 3/10   Sección gramatical: “Subjunctive in 
 Independent clauses”
   Book pp. 104-106
 3/12  Sección léxica: “Verbos formados 
  con prefijos en-, em- y a-, 
     Equivalentes en español de but”
   Book pp. 108-112,  
 W 76-80  
    RE-WRITE COMP. 1 DUE
 3/17-3/19  Spring Break, No Classes 
 3/24        Capítulo 5: “El amor en tiempos de
Skype”  
 
   Book pp. 118-122,
 W 83-87
 
 3/26   Sección gramatical: “El subjuntivo”  
 Sección léxica: “La influencia del
  inglés, el verbo andar”
 
  Book pp. 123-138,  
  W 87-99
 
 3/31   Género Gramátical       TBA – El Género Gramatical y mirar telenovelas  
 4/2   Género Gramátical       TBA – El Género Gramatical y mirar telenovelas  
 4/7    Capítulo 6 TBA   Anna & Morgan
 4/9  TBA   Fiona & Lena
 4/14  TBA   Danika & Cyrus
 4/16    Capítulo 7: Sección gramatical:    Book pp. 175-193
 “The Definite Article, Indefinite  W 130-135
   Article, Neuter LO, Prepositions”     Liz & Bekah
 4/21   Sección léxica: “Palabras compuestas,    Book pp. 193-197
    Parecer vs. Parecerse a”  W 135-137
  Trevor & Be  n
 4/23    Capítulo 8: “Las telenovelas”    Book pp. 202-217
 Manuel Menéndez  W 141-148
   Sección gramatical: “Prepositions II”
 4/28   Sección léxica: “Los sustantivos   Book 217-223
   abstractos, equivalentes en español de  W 148-151
 to run”     Re-write comp. 2 due
 4/30      Revisión para el examen final  






                   
        
   
         
         
             




                  
      
          
            
         
            
              
    
   
 
   
           
          
                 
 
          
  
         
 
       
    
         
     
 
      
Details about assessment 
!
Oral Presentations: 
You will be required to give two ORIGINAL oral presentations during the semester on two different topics of your
choice (in consultation with me) that are not covered in class or in any composition. You may NOT use a paper topic 
or an oral presentation topic from another class as a “topic” for this course.  If you do, I will give you a zero on the
presentation. Furthermore, you may NOT use any written material(s) whatsoever when you present. The topics must
be related to the Hispanic world. Possible topics could include a famous painter, muralist, writer, or musician, or 
some concern of the Spanish-speaking world. You MUST check with me before you begin. I would like to
encourage you to use the vocabulary and grammar that you are familiar with when doing your presentation.
BOTH PRESENTATIONS ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The most important component of your oral presentation is a strong, solid thesis statement. You should be able to fill
in the blank of the following statement with a well-crafted, cogent commentary: “The point of my presentation is to 
argue that ___________.” Please understand that you are trying to convince the audience of your point of view. This
means that you will need evidence to support your argument. In other words, your presentation is much more than just
your personal opinion. You need to analyze and synthesize. You will also need an insightful conclusion. Please do 
not abruptly end saying that you have run out of time. Plan your talk so that you can offer a well thought out
commentary that highlights the major points of your presentation. It will be helpful to think of your presentation as the 
oral version of the kind of paper you normally write in a literature class, for example. Everything you say will be well 
rehearsed.
FIRST PRESENTATION ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The first presentation will be between five and seven minutes long. Be sure to take notes while your classmates present
because you will be responsible for the content, grammar, and vocabulary of their presentations on exams. The first
round of presentations will begin on February 11th. We will determine the order of the presentations in advance. If
there are no volunteers for certain dates, I will have to assign a student to a particular date.  The day of your 
presentation you MUST:
a. Turn in a detailed outline to me and to each of your classmates before you begin. Should you forget part of your
talk, I will be able to help you
b. Include at the end of your outline a written bibliography the day that you present. Be sure that you have at least
three sources (an article, a book, a review, an essay, etc.) on which you can rely.
c. Be ready to write unfamiliar vocabulary on the board before your presentation so that your classmates can better
understand your presentation.
d. Use handouts, photos, posters, and/or props, etc. You may not read anything nor may you use notes.  Everything
you say will be well rehearsed.
You will be graded on:
  
   
   
      
   
      
   
     
 
                 
               
            
          
 
   
                   
          
          
             
 
          
  
         
 
       
    
            
     
 
 
      
  
   
   
      
  
      
   
     
 
                 
 
            
          
 
                   
         
      
               
         
 
  
                      
        
 
           
 






- Organization (intro, body, conclusion) (1p)
!
- Interest developed/audience response (0.5p)
!






If you are absent the day of your presentation, you MUST provide a documented, verifiable excuse to be allowed to do
!
a makeup presentation. Otherwise, your grade will be a 0 for your oral presentation. No exceptions. Please try to
!
enjoy yourself with this assignment. Please be patient; I will notify you of your grade two days after the last person 

presents. To be fair, I must listen to everyone’s talk before I can assign grades.
!
SECOND PRESENTATION -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The second presentation will be between ten and twelve minutes long. Be sure to take notes while your classmates
!
present because you will be responsible for the content, grammar, and vocabulary of their presentations on exams.
!
The second round of presentations will begin on April 7th.  We will determine the order of the presentations in
!
advance. If there are no volunteers for certain dates, I will have to assign a student to a particular date. You must turn 

in a written bibliography the day that you present.  The day of your presentation you MUST:
!
a. Turn in a detailed outline to me and to each of your classmates before you begin. Should you forget part of your
talk, I will be able to help you
b. Include at the end of your outline a written bibliography the day that you present. Be sure that you have at least
three sources (an article, a book, a review, an essay, etc.) on which you can rely.
c. Be ready to write unfamiliar vocabulary on the board before your presentation so that your classmates can better
understand your presentation.
d. Use handouts, photos, posters, and/or props, etc. You may not read anything nor may you use notes. Everything 
you say will be well rehearsed.
You will be graded on:
!






- Organization (intro, body, conclusion) (1p)
!
- Interest developed/audience response (0.5p)
!






If you are absent the day of your presentation, you MUST provide a documented, verifiable excuse to be allowed to do
!
a makeup presentation.  Otherwise, your grade will be a 0 for your oral presentation. No exceptions.  Please try to
!
enjoy yourself with this assignment. Please be patient; I will notify you of your grade two days after the last person 

presents. To be fair, I must listen to everyone’s talk before I can assign grades.
!
Compositions 
There will be two long compositions during the semester. What you write about will closely parallel the material we
have just covered in class. With the exception of the first draft of Composition 1 (done in class) you will write your
composition on a computer, print a hard copy, and give it to me on the due date. Please underline your thesis
statement in every composition you write for this class. To accept a late paper, I MUST have a documented, 
verifiable excuse. Otherwise, your grade for the entire composition will be a zero. No exceptions.
FIRST VERSION
Your composition will need to be between two and three pages, double-spaced, (12 point type – when you type it on a
computer). After receiving the corrected version, you will rewrite your composition at home and expand on it.































                   
        
 
    
 
























          
             
            
        
 
  
        
 
   
            
 
 
            
              
       
              
     
           
 
  
             
           
  
            
           
            
         
          
          
 
Evaluation Criteria for Written Expression (First Version) 
Content
!
3 pts. Very complete information; thorough relevant; on target. Major points supported with relevant details/examples.
!
2 pts. Adequate information; some development of ideas; some ideas lack supporting detail or examples.
!
1 pt. Limited information; ideas present but not developed; lack of supporting details or examples.
!




1 pt. Logically and effectively ordered; main points and details connected; not choppy.
!








3 pts. Broad, accurate and effective word use and choice; extensive use of words studied.
!
2 pts. Adequate use of vocabulary; some erroneous word usage but meaning not confused or obscured; word choice lacks
!
variety; some use of words studied.
!
1 pt. Erroneous word choice leads to confused or obscured meaning: some literal translations and invented words; limited
!
use of words studied.
!




3 pts. Very few or no errors in the grammar presented in lesson; very few or no errors in subject-verb, article- (adjective) -




2 pts. Occasional errors in the grammar presented in lesson; occasional errors in subject –verb, article-(adjective)-noun 

agreement; several errors in adjective-noun order. Occasional errors in spelling, accentuation and/or punctuation.
!
1 pt. Several errors in the grammar presented in lesson; several errors in subject-verb article- (adjective)-noun agreement;
!
several errors in adjective-noun word order. Several errors in spelling, accentuation and/or punctuation.
!
0 pts. Frequent errors in the grammar presented in lesson; persistent errors in subject-verb, article (adjective)-noun 

agreement; frequent errors in adjective-noun word order. Frequent errors in spelling, accentuation and/or punctuation
!
SECOND VERSION
The second version should be between four and five pages, double-spaced, 12 point type. I must have both the original
version and the final, revised version to assign a grade. If you fail to submit the first draft when you submit the second 
version, you will receive zero for the second version. You may not receive help from anyone as you work on your 
revised, final version.



















                       
           
                 
 
           





    
                 
   
             
    
           
      
               
 
  
      





            
                 
                   
           
                 
                    
   
             
             
       
 
  
              
  
               
 
  
              
  
             
        
                  
            
 
  
             
        
    
              
          
    
                 
         
  
Evaluation Criteria for Revised Escrituras (final version) 

*Final versions with no corrections at all will receive a zero for this assignment* 
!




3 pts Comparison of the two versions of the composition reveals serious scrutiny of instructor’s comments and thoughtful
!
changes to the original version. Final version is remarkably more polished in form and stronger in content than in the 

original. The composition has been expanded to reach the new page limits and to better analyze the topic.
!
2 pts Comparison of the two versions of the composition demonstrates some attention to instructor’s comments and some
!
noticeable positive changes to the original version. Final version is somewhat more polished in form and stronger in content
!




1 pt Comparison of the two versions of the composition shows that few suggestions from the instructor were followed
!
correctly. There is little evidence of improvement between versions through the expansion and deeper analysis of existing
!




1 pts The ideas and/or narratives in the final version composition are organized in such a way as to make it easy to follow.
!
.5 pt The ideas and/or narratives in the final version are organized in such a way as to only occasionally confuse the reader.
Exams:
0 pt The ideas and/or narratives in the final version are organized in such a way as to leave the reader confused.There will be two exams during the semester. They will cover all material up to that point in time; in other words, each
one is cumulative, especially in terms of grammar and vocabulary. There are no make-up exams. If you miss an exam,Vocabulary
whatever grade you make on the final exam will substitute for the missing grade(s), adjusted for percentage.3 pts All suggestions from instructor were followed correctly in order to have a broad, accurate and effective word use and
choice.
There are no make-ups whatsoever. If you mi s an exam, whatever grade you make on the final exam will substitute2 pts Comparison of the two versions shows that some suggestions from instructor were foll wed correctly in order to have
for the missing grade(s).an adequate use of vocabulary. There are some noticeable positive changes to the original version.
!
1 pt Few suggestions from instructor were followed correctly. There is still a limited use of words studied. There are still
!




3 pts All grammar corrections from instructor were fixed correctly. The final version has no errors in subject-verb form,
Participation and Preparation:verb tense, article-(adjective)-noun agreement, adjective noun word order. All errors in spelling, accentuation and/or
Consistent attendance is essential to practice conversation and discuss topics that will be evaluated in the compositionspunctuation were fixed as well.
as well. Additionally since topics presented by classmates will be included in the exams, being present in class as your2 pts Most grammar corrections from instructor were fixed correctly. The final version still has occasional errors in subject-
classmates present is essential. The material in this course is cumulative and requires constant practice. If you miss anverb form, v rb tense, article-(adjective)-noun agreement, adjective-noun word order. There are still some errors in spelling,
important step along the way, your understanding of future concepts may be significantly impaired. Students areaccentuation and/or punctuation.
responsible for class work and assignments they miss. Please get the teleph e numbers from at least two classmates1 pt Few grammar corrections from instructor were fixed correctly. The final versioonn still has several errors in subject-verb 

form, verb tense, article-(adjective)-noun agreement, adjective-noun word order. Few errors in spelling, accentuation and/or
the first week of class. That way, if you have to miss class, you can find out exactly what happened that day. After
punctuation were fixed.talking to your friend and reviewing his/her notes, please come and see me if there is something that you still do not 
understand. Please do not call me and ask me what the homework was.
A satisfactory participation and preparation grade assumes that you come to class each day prepared to actively engage
in all class activities. Before coming to class, you are expected to study thoroughly the pages assigned for that class, 
learning new vocabulary and reviewing grammar, and/or doing the assigned exercises. We often times will check 
homework in class. If a student does not have his/her homework done, that will impact the participation grade.
